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in the Smoking Room and we all agreed that never had Rutherford been
in better form: it was but three weeks before his death.
On Thursday, 14 October, Rutherford was unwell and summoned his
doctor next day. Prof. Ryle was called in consultation and the patient
was taken to the Evelyn Nursing Home in the afternoon. On the way he
told his wife that his business and financial affairs were all in order- Lady
Rutherford told him not to worry, for his illness was not serious. To
which he replied that life was uncertain, An operation was performed
on Friday evening by Sir Thomas Dunhill and there seemed every
prospect of good recovery. From Saturday afternoon onwards there
was steady deterioration.
Within an hour or so of his death he said to his wife: "I want to leave
a hundred pounds to Nelson College. You can see to it", and again
loudly: "Remember, a hundred to Nelson College/'
He hardly spoke after that and on Tuesday evening, 19 October, he
died peacefully.
The following authoritative medical account was written for this
book:
Lord Rutherford had enjoyed a very healthy Jife and his large frame,
his genial manner and great capacity for work gave outward expression,
to the last, of his physical and mental well-being. He had reached an
age when certain inevitable accidents or degenerative changes become
common and a stroke or failure of the heart or other organs may bring
a swift cessation to active days. None of these, however, obtained in
his case and the tragedy, if it can be called a tragedy to pass quickly
from this world without forebodings and with powers undimmcd,
was heightened by the fact that his fatal illness was occasioned by a small
mechanical, although notably dangerous, accident of an anatomical
kind.
Lord Rutherford had a slight hernia or rupture which had previously
given no cause for concern. On October I4th he was troubled by
flatulence and nausea, but his bodily functions were otherwise normal*
That night he vomited. He sent for his doctor, Dr Nourse, on the next
morning and by mid-day load also been seen in consultation by